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DATE 

Friday 25th 
September 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE HEADTEACHER 

━━━━  

Dear Oakfield Families, 

🌟 Another Great Week at Oakfield! 

What a lovely week we have had at Oakfield! It has been 

wonderful to see our children coming into school with 

smiles on their faces, ready to learn and make the most of 

every opportunity. 

Across school, there has been a real buzz of learning, with 

children working hard, showing kindness to one another 

and demonstrating such positive attitudes. We are 

incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, resilience and care 

they show each day. 

A huge thank you to our families too. Your continued 

support, encouragement and partnership with school 

make such a difference and are very much appreciated. 

We hope you enjoy catching up on some of this week’s 

highlights and celebrating all the fantastic things 

happening across Oakfield. 

Have a wonderful weekend!      

 

Best wishes, 
Helen Hartness 
Acting Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s happening next week 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 28th 
September 

Year 1/ 2 KM PE   
Year 1/ 2 CR PE 
Year 3 Outdoor PE 
Year 6 Indoor PE    

Tuesday 29th 
September 

Reception PE 

Wednesday 30th 
September 

Year 1/ 2 BG PE 
Year 1/ 2 KM PE 
Year 4 Outdoor PE 
5M Indoor PE (Until February) 
5D Swimming (Until February)  

Thursday 1st 
October 

Reception PE 
Year 4 Indoor PE    
Year 6 Outdoor PE (Forest School) 

  

Friday 2nd  
October 

Year 1/ 2 BG PE 

Year 1/ 2 CR PE 

Year 3 Indoor PE    
Year 5 Outdoor PE  

 

OUR SIX 

CHARACTER 

THEMES 

◇ 
RESPECT 

We value 
ourselves and 

others.  

 

⚖ 
FAIRNESS 

We treat people 
fairly. 

✓ 
RESPONSIBILITY 

We own our choices. 

♡ 
CARING 

We show 
kindness. 

◎ 
CITIZENSHIP 

We contribute 

◇ 
TRUSTWORTHINESS 

We are honest and 
reliable. 

 



★  CELEBRATING SUCCESS 

Star points total  

  

This Week 

R  255 

1  1,1618 

2  796 

3  390 

4  785 

5   500 

6   522 
 

 

 

☀  SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING 
━━━━ 
 

 
 

Hot Chocolate with the Head Teacher 
A huge well done to all children awarded Hot Chocolate Award 
this week. You have been wonderful role models and spread 
kindness to others. 
 

 

NOTICES & REMINDERS 
━━━━ 

Mobile Phones 

We have updated our school policy about mobile phones use by children on school site and have attached a copy for parents. 

We understand that some of our older children may bring a phone to school for safety reasons when travelling independently and 

the policy allows Year 5 and Year 6 children to do this. Once children arrive on the school site, however, phones should be switched 

off and kept safely away. During the school day, any phones brought into school will be stored securely in the school office in line 

with our school procedures. This helps us to keep our school site safe, welcoming and focused on positive interactions between 

children and families. We really appreciate your support in reinforcing this message with your child and helping us to keep our 

school community a happy and safe place for everyone. 

 

School Football 

 

Year 5 and year 6 football teams have both recently participated in knockout cup competitions run by Gateshead Felling FA. In each 
case they were group formats with only the winner of each group progressing to the final 

Year 5 played 4 matches in their group, all tight affairs. Unfortunately, 2 draws and 2 losses meant that the tournament ended at tis 
stage, but well done for your effort, and patience for a tournament that was postponed from last academic year. 

Year 6 took part in 3 games within their group. After an initial win, conceding in the last minute in the second game led to a draw, 
before a hard-fought loss in the last game; a game they dominated. It is fair to say they were the best team on show, but as we 
know, this does not always lead to success that is deserved. Thank you to all parents for your support in transporting your child and 
the touchline support.  

In two weeks’ time, a second year 6 team start their cup competition before the league season begins after Christmas. 

 

 

Reminder- Reception Phonics session 

 

This will be a session led by Miss Hartness and Miss McGrory explaining how we teach Phonics to Reception children using our Little 
Wandle Phonics programme. It will start at 9am on Monday 28th September. Please come along to find out how children learn to 
read. 

 

 

 



 

Beauty and the Beast 

 

The talented junior section (including former Oakfield pupils) at Gateshead Musical Theatre Company are performing Beauty and the 

Beast in October at Park View Theatre in Chester Le Street.   

 

★   Together we learn. Together we grow.   ★ 
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING 

A snapshot of learning from across Oakfield this week 

Reception 

 
Reception have been learning about simple maps. We created 
our own map on the top yard using chalk. We included roads, 
roundabouts and buildings and then drove around our map on 

the bikes and scooters.    
 

Year 1 / 2 

 

 
Year 1/ 2 are learning about what life was like in the past. We 
have made a super toy museum and are loving playing with 
toys that our parents or grandparents might have played with 



Year 3 

 
 
Year 3 have been loving their Tag Rugby lessons in PE this 

term! We have been learning how to hold the ball 

correctly, pass backwards, tag and score tries.  

Well done, Year 3 

Year 4 

 

Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed computing this week, taking on 

the role of trainee journalists. We have been researching the 

story of an animal escaping from a zoo, gathering important 

information and exploring what makes an effective news 

report. We are looking forward to using our research to create 

our own newspaper reports next week! 

Year 5 

 
This week, Year 5 have been busy learning all about the life 
cycles of mammals in Science 
We have been investigating the different stages of a mammal’s 
life, from birth and infancy through to adulthood, and thinking 
about the changes that happen as mammals grow and develop. 
We have enjoyed comparing the life cycles of different 
mammals and spotting similarities and differences between 
them.It has been fantastic to see the children asking thoughtful 
questions, sharing their ideas and building their scientific 
understanding. 
 What a great week of scientific discovery, Year 5! 

Year 6 

 
this week at forest school 6R had an autumn art theme and 
were inspired by the Finnish traditional tale of Meilikki the 
forest goddess who painted the leaves the colours of autumn 
for the arrival of winter. We also looked at some photographs 
of artwork by the amazing Andy Goldsworthy for inspiration. 
We used natural materials to create images inspired by the 
story of Meilikki and by the changing of the seasons. 

★   Together we learn. Together we grow.   ★ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 2026-2027 Term Dates 

Term Dates 

Autumn 1 02/09/26 – 22/10/26 

Autumn 2 02/11/26 – 18/12/26 

Spring 1 04/01/27  - 12/02/27 

Spring 2 22/02/27 – 25/03/27 

Summer 1 12/04/27 – 28/05/27 

Summer 2 07/06/27 – 15/07/27 

PD days & 
other non-
school days 

01/09/26 
23/10/26 

03/05/27 – bank holiday 
16/07/27 - occasional day 



 
 
 

School attendance and Punctuality 

 
 
 

School year  
Attendance 

This Week  

Attendance  % marks  late  

Junior 
Overall  

97.9% 0.26% 

Infant 
Overall  

98.1 0.39% 

6   97.5% 0.47% 

5   96.3% 0.34% 

4   98.8% 0.00% 

3   98.8% 0.47% 

2   98.9% 0.28% 

1   98.3% 0.76% 

R  96.8% 0.00% 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Safeguarding 

 

We have a duty of care to safeguard all children and pass on any concerns to Children’s Services. 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr. M. Thompson. Deputy safeguarding leads are Miss H Hartness, Mrs. J McCormack, Mrs. D 

Simpson, and Mrs. C Allan. If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

H. Hartness, Acting Head Teacher 

Thank you for your 
continued support! 

 

 



Diary Dates for 2026-2027  
New / amended events added are highlighted in yellow after week 1 

2/09/26   Autumn 1 begin   Time  

28/09/26 Reception Phonics Family Learning 9am 

W/B   12/10/26  Parents’ Evenings   

19/10/26 Tempest Photographs 
 

21/10/26 Year 1/ 2 Harvest Festival 2pm 

23/10/26 Half term holiday  

9/11/26 Year 3 Family Learning 
 

10/11/26 Flu Vaccinations  

11/11/26 Year 4 Family Learning 
Rec Family Learning 

  

12/11/26 Year 5 Family Learning 
Year 1 Family Learning 

 

13/11/26 Year 6 Family Learning 
Year 2 Family Learning 

 

18/11/26 Year 6 at Lockerbie  

1/12/26 Christmas Fayre  

8/12/26 Reception Nativity 2pm 

9/12/26 Year 1/ 2 Christmas Singalong 2pm 

10/12/26 KS2 Pantomime  

14/12/26 Year 5 Christmas party 

 
PM 

15/12/26 Year 4 Christmas party PM 

16/12/26 Year 3 Christmas party 

Reception Christmas party 

PM 

17/12/26 Year 6 Christmas party 

Year 1/ 2 Christmas party 

PM 

18/12/26 KS2 Carols Under the Veranda TBC 

 


