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The theme that underpins our newsletter this week is one of safeguarding our pupils and children. It comes
following a period where it is evident that more children are accessing the internet, streaming services, films or
computer games that are having a negative impact on theirs, or others, wellbeing.

A difficult read? YES

An important read? MOST DEFINITELY

Squid Game issues in school

Squid Games is a television show originally aired on Netflix. It is age related as appropriate for 15+ because of the
horror and violence it contained. There are also many short clips of Squid Games that have appeared on You
Tube, especially You Tube shorts. Some of these are overdubbed with inappropriate and foul, racist or sexist
language. These are being accessed by children who are bringing this language into school.

We find it concerning that primary age children have had access to media that they are not old enough to
understand; for some children the language that they are hearing is becoming normalised in their everyday
vocabulary. Over the last week, we have had three examples of this — two related to Squid Games, and one to
song lyrics. To summarise:

e Racial and racist language used. This originated from an overdubbed clip from Squid Games seen on You
tube shorts. It caused great upset and anger.

e The repetition of the lyrics from a rap song that included sexualised language. Again, this was accessed
via a streaming service and You Tube. Again, it caused shock and anger in the household where it was
repeated.

e Older children re-enacting scenes from Squid Games in front of younger children. Neither group fall
within the age range of the target audience.

In each of these cases, it has led to follow up conversations that parents have found difficult and/or upsetting. It
also can lead to conversations with other agencies.

None of the events described above are acceptable, they are not events we would like our own children to be
witness to at such a young age. They are also not appropriate in a setting that caters for children aged up to 11
years old. Parents, like schools, have a duty to protect children. We will ask again to make sure that your child,
through parental controls, age restrictions, firewalls and conversations, only access content that is age
appropriate. This includes children’s mobile phones and tablets, as well as household computers and televisions.

Thank you for your understanding and actions to support children’s welfare.

PEGI age ratings
12,16 & 18 are
mandatory

You must be over the
relevant age in order
to purchase the game

131 I 12 16 18
=@

R R R S S S
2 5 2 e 5 5 2 b 5 2 b 5 2 5 2 b 5 2 5 2 b 5 2 5 2 b 5 2 5 2 o b 5 2 5 2 2 5 2 5 2 o 0 5 2 o

X}/
lj\lt)
X}/



\r
v
-
v
¢
A~>
¢
v
-
v
-

Diary Dates for 2024-2025

22/02/25

Spring Half Term

New / amended events added are highlighted in yellow after week 1
KS1 = Year 1 & 2 / KS2 = Junior school
Date Event Time
w/b 03/02/25 Year 6 parents’ evenings (face to face)

11/02/25 Year 6 Family learning (English) 9.00-10.30
12/02/25 Year 5 Family learning (English) 9.00-10.30
13/02/25 Year 4 Family learning (English) 9.00-10.30
14/02/25 Year 3 Family learning (English) 9.00-10.30
17/02/25 Reception Family learning (English) 9.15-10.15

. . . 1P-9.15-10.15-
18/02/25 Year 1 Family learning (English) 1CR- 10.30-11.30

. . . 2M 9.15-10.15
19/02/25 Year 2 Family learning (English) 2C- 10.30-11.30

Easter Holidays
Start of Summer 1 term

12/3/24 Year One visit to Cromer Church
Spring 2 Term Start

04/03/25 Year 4 trip — Discovery museum

06/03/25 World Book Day- Witches, Wizards and Muggles theme

21/3/24 Comic Relief

23/03/25 Friends of Oakfield - Quiz night Gold medal 19.00
w/b 07/04/25 Year R -5 Parents’ evenings (face to face)

11/04/25 Year 5 trip — Centre for Life

30/04/25 Year 4 trip — Jarrow Hall
05/05/25 Spring Bank Holiday
w/b 12/05/25 SATS week
w/b 19/05/25 Sports Week
19/05/25 Year 3 Trip - Segedunum

Whit Half Term

Start of Summer 2 term
3/6/25 Year 1 trip to Gibside
5/6/25 Year 2 trip to Washington Wetlands
June 2025 (TBC) Year 1/ 2 phonics check All week

17/06/25 Summer Fayre 14.00 - 17.00
2-3/07/25 Transition days

10/7/25 Reception trip to Wallington Hall

10/7/25 Year 3 trip — Oriental Museum
11/07/25 Reports out to parents
15/07/25 Year 6 leavers concert 17.30

16-17/07/25 Infant Summer Picnics thc

17/07/25 Last day of term

18/07/25

Occasional day — School closed
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2024 - 2025 Term Dates PE Days I

Term Dates v

Autumn 1 04/09/24 - 25/10/24 Reception Tuesday and Friday ¥

Je

Autumn 2 04/11/24—20/12/24 Year one Monday and Thursday 33

Spring 1 06/01/25 —20/02/25 DA
Wednesday and Friday y

Spring 2 03/03/25 — 11/04/25 Year Two w

Year Three Wednesday and Thursday W

¥

Year Four Wednesday and Friday w

02/09/24 Y Fi Monday and Wednesday :”:

03/09/24 ear rive (swimming) o

PD days for the year 25/10/24 . ] W

21/02/25 Year Six Tuesday and Friday e

23/05/25 w

SF

PAq

Je

Children’s Mental Health Week - 3 — 9* February ;

Je

This year Children’s Mental Health Week is 3rd-9th February. ;

PAq

On Friday 7th February there will be a Dress To Express Day, where children and staff our invited to wear an outfit A

that expresses themselves, whether it’s their favourite outfit, a splash of colour, a traditional attire that celebrates Je

their culture, or an ensemble that showcases their beloved hobby, we want everyone’s creativity to shine. We will ¢

be using this day to dedicate raising awareness of children’s mental health and will be off our usual timetable. <e

*

The week will launch on Monday 3™ February with a live assembly led by Place2be and across the week a range of 3¢

activities will be undertaken that are age appropriate and engaging. This year’s Children’s Mental Health Week o

theme is Know Yourself, Grow Yourself. Place2be have teamed up with Disney and the characters from Inside Out e

2 to explore the importance of expressing our emotions, children will love this idea, and it links well with the idea w

of Zones of Regulation. w

pA¢

Reminder- World Book Day W

pA¢

The Reading Champions are busy planning our World Book Day event and have chosen the theme of Witches, w

Wizards and Muggles. This means that children can dress as magical characters or a non-magical person (their own fﬁ

choice). The day is on Thursday 6 March and more information will follow about the activities being planned :

nearer to the time. ;
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2 Safeguarding i
e e
< WiaTlarents & Educators Need tofkman about Many children and young people enjoy exploring new and exciting ¢
e HORROR FILMS & AGEIRATINGS genres and themes in the films and TV they consume —and as they L
A = grow, the maturity of this content will likely increase with them. Phg
¢ S However, without proper supervision and safeguarding, ¢
¢ youngsters looking for a new title to enjoy — especially in the horror ¢
¢ genre — might get a little more than they're ready for. 3¢
Je T PAq
Pig The emotional and psychological impacts of viewing age- Pig
Pig inappropriate content can be severe. It's vital for parents and Pig
¢ educators to know how to keep the children in their care as safe as 3¢
¢ possible while young people explore new, potentially grittier or 3¢
I darker, pieces of media. This free guide breaks down the risks of I
Pig viewing age-inappropriate content, with a particular focus on Pig
I horror, and offers expert advice on how to limit youngsters’ <
e exposure to material that might upset or disturb them. There's also <
< an accompanying podcast version of this guide, so you can tap into I
DA this valuable guidance while you're on the go. e
PAq

PAq

PAq

PAq

PAq

PAq
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¥ Spring

i; School year Spring 1

?\7 Attendance % late Attendance % late Attendance % late Attendance % late )
il Junior 95.5 2.22% 97.0 1.69% 96.5 1.78% 96.2 180%  |°
o Overall e
¥ orant 95.6 0.98% 96.3 1.0% 97.0 0.92% 94.0 oesn |
;ﬁ: 6 93.6 1.28% 96.0 1.25% 96.2 2.3% 98.2 2.0% i\:
Je 5 98.2 3.0% 97.1 1.75% 97.0 2.5% 94.5 2.26% e
¢ 4 92.8 2.3% 97.5 2.5% 94.2 1.1% 94.5 1.79% e
pAg 3 97.0 2.2% 97.6 1.55% 97.5 0.9% 97.3 1.48% |
w 2 93.1 0.95% 94.5 0.5% 97.4 o 91.7 110%  |'°
W 9% -
¢ 99.1 1.14% 98.6 1.4% 97.5 0.32% 95.1 0.29% e
PAs R 95.2 0.79% 96.1 1.3% 95.8 1.9% 96.4 0.4% Yr
v Thank you all for continuing to support with our attendance. e
W Miss Chisholm - Executive Head Teacher W
W Miss Hartness — Executive Deputy Head W
w Mr Thompson — Executive Deputy Head w
hie b
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